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We read there, under the year 913, that the ITui-Jm of Euo chou (see note 13) presented tribute to the Liao emperor. In 917 the Hui-hu (it is not said from what part) sent an embassy. Another embassy despatched by the Hui-hu (ruler) Ba-U arrived at the court of the Liao in 924, when A-pao-ki, the first Liao emperor, was encamped near the ancient city of the Hui-lio (Karakorutn , see note 640). In the same year M-li-llo, one of the governors appointed by Wu-mu-dju tio-han, ruler of the Hm-lm of Kan clwu, was captuied (by the Liao), whereupon A-pao-ki sent one of his officers to the khan (compare about this mission the account of Ye-lu Ta-shi's expedition to the west, mpra p. 242). In 925 an embassy from Wu-mu-dju arrived. In 932 the Hui-hu (ruler) A-sa-lan (Arslan) sent an embassy offering tribute. Siib anno 970 it is reported that the Liao emperor directed an envoy to the A-sa-lan Eui-liu. In 988 the same A-sa-lan Hui-ho offered tribute, and in 996 the Hui-hu (ruler) A-sa-lan despatched an embassy to the court of the Liao soliciting the favour of a marriage alliance; but the emperor refused. Several embassies from the A-sa-lan Hui-hu are recorded in the Liao shi during the eleventh century down to the year 1053. In 1008 the iCi-tau (or Liao) expelled the Hui-hu from
chiefs of the K'i tan and fotced him to tend cattle I do not remember in what Chinese work I saw the original account, but allusion is made to this story in the narrative of Wang Yen tet who, towaids the end of the tenth century, was &ent by the Sun# emperor to Kao cJiany (the present Karakhodjo) He notices a valley thiough which he passed, where, according to tradition, the K'i-tan had tended the heids of the Hui-hn (Stan. Juhen's " Melanges de G&>gr. Asiat,," p 90). I notice this mBi'gnificant record, because it seems to me that the story M. Polo relates in two chapters (u, 12-16) about the Golden liny taken prisoner by Prester John and forced to look after cattle, might perhaps be traced back to this old Chinese tradition, M. Polo having merely changed the names. It is impossible to reconcile Polo's story with the history of the Km (see note 574), A similar tradition appears in the Yuan ch'ao pi shi, according to which Wang Ktum (XTng Khan or Prester John of M Polo, i 227) had been made prisoner, together with his mother, by the Tartars, who forced them to tend their cattle (Pallad. transl., p. 76)